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dour; Countess Ottilia, who acted as mistress of the ceremonies,
had invited widely; and the counts and knights, over all Thu-
ringia, far and wide, came crowding to assist at this unusual
wedding. Before the Count led his bride to the altar, she opened
her jewel-box, and consigned to him all its treasures that remained
from the expenses of the dispensation, as a dowry; in return for
which, he conferred on her the lands of Ehrenstein, by way of
jointure. The chaste myrtle twined itself about the golden crown,
which latter ornament the Sultan's daughter, as a testimony of
her high birth, retained through life; and was, in consequence,
invariably named the Queen by her subjects, and by her domes-
tics reverenced and treated like a queen.

If any of my readers ever purchased for himself, for fifty
guineas, the costly pleasure of resting a night in Doctor Graham's
Celestial Bed at London, he may form some slender conception
of the Count's delight, when the triple bed at Gleichen opened
its elastic bosom to receive the twice-betrothed, with both his
spouses. Seven days long the nuptial festivities continued; and
the Count declared himself richly compensated by them for the
seven dreary years which he had been obliged to spend in the
Grated Tower at Grand Cairo. Nor would this appear to have
been an empty compliment on his part to his two faithful wives,
if the experimental apophthegm is just, that a single day of
gladness sweetens into oblivion the bitter dole and sorrow of a
troublous year.

Next to the Count, there was none who relished this exhila-
rating period better than his trusty Squire, the mettled Kurt,
who, in the well-stored kitchen and cellar, found the elements of
royal cheer, and stoutly emptied the cup of joy which circulated
fast among the servants; while the full table pricked up their
ears as he opened his lips, his inner man once satisfied with good
things, and began to recount them his adventures. But when the
Gleichic economy returned to its customary frugal routine, he
requested permission to set out for Ordruff, to visit his kind wife,
and overwhelm her with joy at his unexpected return. During
his long absence, he had constantly maintained a rigorous fidelity,
and he now longed for the just reward of so exemplary a walk and
conversation. Fancy painted to his mind's eye the image of his
virtuous Eebecca in the liveliest colours; and the nearer he
approached the walls which enclosed her, the brighter grew these
hues. IIo saw her stand before him in the charms which had